Create a Virtual Field Trip in 5 Steps!
By Thembi Duncan
https://youtu.be/NUiJicM6p2A

Transcript
0:03 Intro
Hi, I'm Thembi. I’'m here to show you how to create a virtual field trip in five easy steps!

Transform your learning space into a gateway to the world. Take your learners on a global
journey beyond their wildest imaginations. You can do it. Let me show you.

0:28 Step 1: Choose a Topic

Your first step to creating a virtual field trip is figuring out what you want to focus on. Choose a
topic that has a lot of room for exploration, and make sure you pick something that is exciting
for you and your learners. Your topic could be a general idea like Earth Science, or it could be
more specific, like Broadway Backstage. Whenever you can, include the learners in the process
of choosing the topic.

0:54 Step 2: Pick a Location

Think about a place to visit that matches up with your topic. Consider the available resources
online that provide pictures, videos, websites, and lots of information about your chosen topic.
You may want to do a search on your topic to see what locations come up. Maybe you already
had a location in mind when you chose your topic, which is great. You can choose one location,
or many locations. Your location could be general, like the oceans of planet Earth, or it could be
specific, like New York City.

1:26 Step 3: Plan Activities

Now that you've figured out your topic and location, the next step is to plan your activities. This
is a great time to ask learners what they might want to do based on the topic or the location
that you chose. Try to create activities that are interactive. Think about the five senses. What
are things that you can create that your learners can see, touch, hear, smell, or taste? You may
want to provide your learners with watercolor paints, brushes, and paper to create images of
underwater creatures — real or imagined. Maybe you’ll decide to guide learners through a recipe
for New York pizza. The more interactive your activities, the more your learners will enjoy and
remember.

Put the activities in an order that builds excitement and consider short bursts of different tasks.
You don't want your learners to sit in front of a computer for an hour, so plan activities in 15—
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20-minute chunks. Your total field trip time should be between 40 and 90 minutes, based on the
age and abilities of your learners.

2:21 Step 4: Gather the Content

So now you can put the content together, which can include pictures, videos, sounds, and any
interactive elements you can think of to excite your learners. Many cultural institutions and
iconic locations have virtual tours on their websites. Use search engines to find virtual tours that
you can add to your content. Keep content as clear and straightforward as possible, to give your
learners an experience that excites them about further study.

Once you've gathered all your content, arrange it according to your outline. Look it over.
Consider if anything should be rearranged.

2:52 Step 5: Take the Trip

Be sure to create a traveling experience by going outside and arranging chairs or crates to create
an airplane, train, or car. Follow your activities plan but stay flexible and be ready to make
changes if necessary. At the end of your trip, travel back home with your learners and consider
asking them to write a reflection on their experience.

Outro

And that is how you create a virtual field trip! Let’s review:
Step 1: Choose a Topic

Step 2: Pick a Location

Step 3: Plan Activities

Step 4: Gather the Content

Step 5: Take the Trip

Now you can make the world your classroom! | can’t wait to see where you go!



